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would be highly gratified if you should be pleased to fur-
ther offer your mediation.

Believe me, Mr. President,

Yours most sincerely,

STEFJSTBUKG.

To THE PRESIDENT OF THE
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA,

Washington, D, C.

No. 342.                (L)

March 7, 1906.

May 1 ask you to transmit to the German Emperor a
message from the President which is as follows :

44 1 have given most earnest thought to Your Majesty's
comments on the suggestion contained in Mr. Boot's letter
of February 19th, but 1 cannot bring myself to feel that I
ought to ask France to make further concessions than the
arrangement suggested in that letter would require. This
being so, 1 would gladly drop the subject, in which our tra-
ditional policy of abstention from the political affairs of
Kuropo forbids the United States to take sides. I feel,
however, that the events which led to the Conference at
AlgedruH forbid me to omit any effort within my power
to promote a settlement of differences.

44 By the request of Germany I urged France to consent
to the Conference, giving her very strong assurances of my
belief that a decision would be reached, consonant with an
impartial view of what is most fair and most practical. The
nature, the strength and the justification of these assur-
ances may be realized by referring to the terms of Baron
Hamburg's letter to me of June 28, 1905, which said:

44 'The Emperor han requested me to tell you that in case,
(hiring the corning Conference, differences of opinion
should arise between France and Germany, he, in every
cane, will bo ready to back up the decision which you should
consider to be the most fair and the most practical.

46 4ln doing thin, he wants to prove that the assistance